[Antiatherogenic action of heparin].
Heparin is a highly sulfated glycosaminoglycan with many functions such as antilipemic and antithrombotic. In spite of these activities heparin is able to inhibit vascular smooth muscle cells proliferation and migration what seems to be very important event in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis. The molecular mechanism of the action of heparin on smooth muscle cells has not been completely understood. Heparin inhibits growth factors binding to their receptors, oncogenes expression and has influence on the extracellular matrix protein deposition in the artery wall.